
August 2021 Back to School Family Newsletter

Hello VAIS Families!

It is with sheer joy that I welcome all of you to

the 2021-2022 school year! Our site, our building,

our district and pretty much the whole world, has

been through a journey during the past year and a

half, unlike any other.  I believe that every

experience provides opportunities for learning

and growth, thus it is with this mindset that our

VAIS staff will slide into this new school year.

We are excited to welcome several new staff

members to our site who are all committed to our

VAIS Curriculum. In addition, they each bring

many talents which will be beneficial to our

students and staff. Please enjoy their

introductory bios and pictures below.

On August 26, 4:30-6:30pm, we will be welcoming

families to our Back to School Night / Supply

Drop Off.  All are welcome to stop in, drop off

supplies, visit classrooms and meet our teachers.

This is a super exciting event since many folks

have not been in our building yet.  Please wear a

mask when entering our building.

We will welcome all students K-5 back to school

on Wednesday, September 1. See start and end

times below.

START TIMES:

Every Monday:  Late Start at 9:25 am

Tuesday-Friday: School starts at 7:20 am

DISMISSAL TIME:

Monday-Friday: School dismisses at 2:20 pm.

Supervision outside begins at 9:10 am on Monday

and at 7:05 am, Tuesday-Friday.

As we begin a new school year, it is important to

note that Dr. Clardy, our new VASD

superintendent, has indicated this 2021-2022

school year will have a focus on healing. He is also

guiding all staff to keep the district equity

statement, listed below, first and foremost. In

addition, continuous improvement will guide staff

with collecting data, analyzing data, and setting

goals allowing us to meet the needs of our

learners.  We are grateful for these district wide

focus areas and for the support of our new

central office leadership team.

During the school year, we will continue to keep

you informed via our newsletters as well as

messages with important updates sent directly to

you. Please let us know what questions you have.

We are happy to help!

Wishing all of you a wonderful start to the new

school year! It’s going to be a great year.

With Warm Regards,

Ann Princl, VAIS Director

VASD Equity Statement

Each student has access to the resources and
educational rigor they NEED, at the right moment

in their education, regardless of race, gender,
ethnicity, ability, language, family background, or

family income.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Aug. 26 VAIS Supply Drop Off/Back to

School Night (4:30-6:30 pm)

Sept. 1 1st day of school (FULL day for ALL

grades)

NEW START TIME: 7:20 am

NEW DISMISSAL TIME: 2:20pm

Sept. 6 NO SCHOOL in observance of Labor

Day

Sept. 30 Picture Day in the morning

Oct 15

Friday

Community Gathering at School!

(7:20-7:45)

Oct. 21-22 NO SCHOOL October Break

Nov. 16 Picture Retake Day

Nov. 18

Thursday

Community Gathering at School!

(7:20-7:45)

Nov. 24-26 Thanksgiving Break

SUPPLY DROP OFF/BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT

IS AUG. 26

VAIS is inviting all of our families to our school

for an opportunity to walk through our classrooms

and Related Arts spaces at our Back-to-School

Night on Thursday, Aug. 26 from 4:30-6:30 pm.

Please bring your purchased classroom supply

items with you. Rather than having each student

bring in their own supplies, our site has divided up

by grade level the school supplies needed by the

whole school.  Here is a link to them:

VAIS Family School Supply List 2021-22

We hope you can join us!

SEPT. 1 IS OUR FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL:

FULL DAY FOR ALL GRADES

The Verona Area School District starts the

2021-22 school year on September 1.

We look forward to welcoming our students back

on September 1st, which will be a FULL day for

ALL students, even our kindergarteners.

NEW

SCHOOL START & DISMISSAL TIME

START TIMES:

Every Monday:  Late Start at 9:25 am

Tuesday-Friday: School starts at 7:20 am

DISMISSAL TIME:

Monday-Friday: School dismisses at 2:20 pm.

When the bell rings in the morning, all students

will be let into the building and walk to classrooms

to start the school day.  Students who enter

after that time will be marked Tardy.  Please do

your best to have your child(ren) on time each

day. This will help both teachers and students to

start each day smoothly.

FREE breakfast will be provided for all students

every morning.

LATE START ON ALL MONDAYS

VAIS has LATE START on ALL Mondays during

the school year. Please make sure this is noted on

your calendar. On Mondays, the bell rings at 9:25

am.

https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1wWxLVUqkzwNDdAH7-z3I0wgnvEkPJc9gPBzEwWoQTxM/edit


PERSONAL ITEMS NEEDED FOR EACH

STUDENT TO SEND IN ON THE 1ST DAY OF

SCHOOL

We ask all students to bring the following

personal items on the 1st day of school:

● gym shoes with non-marking soles to be

left at school

● book bag/backpack to carry things to and

from school

● smock for art class (a large, old shirt

works fine)

● headphones (not earbuds)

● lunch box (as needed to bring lunch from

home)

● water bottle (non-metal is preferred)

Please do not bring these personal items on

Supply Drop Off/Back to School Night.

Scholarships are available based on need, so

please contact the school office.

NO SCHOOL ON SEPT. 6

IN OBSERVANCE OF LABOR DAY

All VASD schools will be closed on Monday, Sept.

6, for Labor Day.

NO SCHOOL ON OCT. 21 & 22

There is no school on Oct. 21 & 22 due to staff

development and conferences.

HERE ARE GREETINGS FROM OUR NEW

STAFF AS WE WELCOME THEM TO OUR

SCHOOL TEAM

OUR NEW LIBRARIAN

Hello everyone! My name is Tiffani Roltgen, and I

am honored to be part of the NCS and VAIS

team next year as school librarian. My

background is in classroom teaching, public

libraries, and community development, and I

recently graduated with my MLIS degree. I am

excited to get to know you and your curricular

needs as we work together to make the LMC a

welcoming gathering place full of learning, fun,

inspiration, and diverse perspectives!

OUR NEW SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST

Hi everyone! I am Ms. Maddie Bartels and I am

very excited to join VAIS and NCS as the School

Psychologist. I recently graduated from

UW-Madison with an emphasis in family-school

partnerships. I currently live in Monroe, WI with

my partner and our dog, Farley. For fun, I love to

spend time outside doing activities such as hiking,

walking Farley, and having campfires. I'm looking

forward to meeting you all!



OUR NEW SOCIAL WORKER

Hello All! My name is Abby Baxter and I am very

thankful and excited to be joining VASD! I have

been a school social worker for approx. 18 years.

Originally, I am from Richland Center, Wisconsin

and have lived in New York, California, and

Illinois.  I have a son who will be a senior in high

school this upcoming year. My interests include

walking, planting flowers, sports (Seattle

Seahawks fan), and reading.  I am looking forward

to meeting all the staff during the inservice days

and excited to meet the students and families at

the start of the 2021-2022 school year!

OUR NEW MUSIC TEACHER

Hello everyone! I am Anya Holland-Barry and I

am thrilled to join the staff as the new music

teacher at NCS/VAIS! I have been a music

teacher for 20 years, teaching a wide range of

students from elementary to university levels. I

hold a PhD in music from UW-Madison and taught

musicology there for several years, but realized I

enjoyed teaching at the elementary level and

public outreach much more! Most recently, I was

a teaching artist for the national Disney Musicals

in Schools program. I continue my position as

musical director for 2nd-4th grade shows at

Verona Area Community Theater and review

musical theater for the Overture’s Jerry Awards

program. My family lives here in Verona and I

have a daughter, Clara, (3rd grade, Glacier Edge)

and a son, Owen, (6th grade, Savannah Oaks). I

look forward to working with you all and am

grateful to join such wonderful educational

communities!

OUR NEW EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS

Hello, my name is Zimo Kong. I am from Beijing,

China. This May,I graduated from UW-Madison. I

studied in linguistics and

education and I really enjoy working with kids. I

believe VAIS is a wonderful place where we could

create great memories together. In my spare

time, I like swimming, biking and walking along the

lake trails. I am also interested in learning new

languages, such as Korean. I feel so excited to

join this big family and can’t wait to know each of

you soon!

My name is Yara Kordor, and I’m excited to join

VAIS as an Educational Assistant this year. Since

2017, I’ve worked as an English teacher for EF

Education First and taught students from around

the world. Outside of work, I love to travel and

have visited nearly 30 countries on 5 continents

(including Antarctica - twice!) I also enjoy

studying languages, watching British comedies,

baking, playing the harp, dancing, doing puzzles,

and spending time outdoors with my partner, Kyle.



ATTENDANCE

If your student is ill, has an early morning

appointment, or will be late arriving to school for

another reason, please make sure that you do one

of the following PRIOR TO THE START OF THE

SCHOOL DAY:

1) EMAIL the VAIS Attendance:

vais-attendance@verona.k12.wi.us

OR

2) CALL the office

(608) 845-4500

When a call or email has not been received, for

your child’s safety, school staff will need to call

you to find out the status of the student.  Your

call or email  will save us time and we will not have

to disturb you when you’re caring for a sick child

or on your way to a medical appointment with your

child.

ANY CHANGES TO WHAT YOUR STUDENT

IS DOING AFTER SCHOOL?

If your student has a change to what they are

doing after school (even just for a day) and they

are NOT following the transportation instructions

you submitted in your Online Registration, then

you MUST notify the school in one of the

following ways:

1) CALL the office at (608) 845-4500

2) EMAIL VAIS Attendance:

vais-attendance@verona.k12.wi.us

3) WRITE a note and have your student give it to

their teacher (Sometimes notes get left in

backpacks, though.)

We want to work with you to make sure that your

student gets safely to where they are supposed

to be after school so we abide by your August

Online Registration instructions unless we hear

differently from you.  Your student’s word is not

enough.  We must hear from you.

Also, if you have changed after school

transportation plans for your student since you

submitted your Online Registration, please notify

the VAIS office at higginsc@verona.k12.wi.us

This is very important for us to know of this

change before the start of the school year.

Thank you!

REGISTRATION FOR VAIS

THANK YOU to so many of our families for

completing your online registration so that our

staff can have accurate information when

communicating with you!!

If you haven’t yet completed your online

registration, please do so as soon as possible.  It

is very important.

Another quick reminder to go online to pay your

registration fees if you haven’t done so already.

You can also pay by check or cash.  You can drop

off payments at the VAIS office or mail them to

us at: VAIS

400 N. Main Street, Verona, WI  53593.

Scholarships are available based on need.  Just

contact the VAIS office at (608) 845-4500 or

higginsc@verona.k12.wi.us.

HAVE YOU OPTED-IN YET TO

SCHOOLMESSENGER?

VASD uses SchoolMessenger for our family

communications system.  In the case of an

emergency, you will receive emails, text messages

and possible phone calls from our school office

and the district. If you “opted-in” last school

year, you do NOT have to do it again.

Who needs to “opt-in”?

*If you are new to the Verona Area School

District this year

*If you haven’t “opted-in” since we started

SchoolMessenger

*If you have a new cell phone number

How do you “opt-in”? TEXT Y to 67587

You MUST "opt-in" to receive emergency text

messages from our school and district.

For more information:

Family Communication System

http://www.verona.k12.wi.us/communications/family_communication_system


CHECK OUT THE

ONLINE VAIS GOOGLE PUBLIC CALENDAR!

Here is the link to a Google Public Calendar with

this year’s updated VAIS events:

http://vais.verona.k12.wi.us/calendar

This calendar will be updated continually

throughout the year with school events, such as

swim and gym days, library days, Picture Day,

Back to School Night, field trips, parent/teacher

conferences, days off of school, Governance

Council meetings, and so much more!  We hope

that this will make things easier for you!

Connect on Facebook
Are you connected with fellow

VAIS parents on Facebook? Don’t

miss out on upcoming events and

positive online connections with

fellow parents.

Current Families: Search “VAIS Parents Group”

and submit a join request.

Alumni Families: Search “VAIS Alumni Parent

Group” and submit a join request. Facebook are

more ways to receive immediate access to daily

happenings in your school, such as classroom

activities, staff announcements, concerts or

sporting events, weather updates, and MORE!

SCHOOL BREAKFAST IS FREE AGAIN

At VAIS this year, as well as at other schools in

the district, breakfast is FREE to students.  So,

if you are having a rushed morning getting your

child(ren) to school on time, be assured that they

will be provided a free breakfast in their

classroom when they arrive at school.  It helps

them get a good start to their day!

FREE SCHOOL LUNCH 2021-2022

The USDA announced that ALL public school

children will receive free lunch for ALL of

2021-22.    If a student wants to purchase milk

separately, it is for sale for 40 cents.

FREE/REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATIONS

AVAILABLE NOW

Even if you were approved for Free/Reduced

lunch last year, you MUST reapply each year by

completing a Free/Reduced Lunch application

unless the school told you that your child is

eligible for this school year.

You can get a paper copy by printing it after

clicking on the following link:

Free and Reduced Meals Program

You will still have to print the form and turn it in

to our VAIS office or the district’s Child

Nutrition Office.  If you have questions, please

call the district’s Child Nutrition Office at (608)

845-4139.  Please turn your form in as soon as

possible so it can be processed and approved

before the start of the school year.  Thank you!

WHAT’S FOR SCHOOL BREAKFAST AND

SCHOOL LUNCH TODAY?

Our district has a long history of putting our

families first when it comes to school food

service. That's why we have online school menus

which provide more information about each food,

including a photo and description.  Here’s a menu

website for breakfast and lunch:

Nutrislice Menus | Verona Area School District

PICTURE DAY WEDNESDAY,SEPT.30

Picture Day is Thursday, Sept. 30, in the morning.

We have switched to a different photography

company called HR Imaging, so things will not be

the same as in past years.  Here are the details:

No brochures will be sent home prior to Picture

Day.  You will only receive email reminders from

the school on the Friday prior and the day prior

to Picture Day.

A week or so after Picture Day, in their Take

Home Folders, all students will receive a “Proof

Package” with picture proofs and an order form.

http://vais.verona.k12.wi.us/calendar
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/J8zqw7HmP2C2rQrQ4m4S1Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRidrRmP0RVaHR0cHM6Ly9tYWRpc29uMzY1LmNvbS91c2RhLWFubm91bmNlcy1mcmVlLWx1bmNoLXRvLWNvbnRpbnVlLWZvci0yMDIxLTIyLXNjaG9vbC15ZWFyL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYJLmgJVgp2pO9VIYcHJpbmNsYUB2ZXJvbmEuazEyLndpLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/J8zqw7HmP2C2rQrQ4m4S1Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRidrRmP0RVaHR0cHM6Ly9tYWRpc29uMzY1LmNvbS91c2RhLWFubm91bmNlcy1mcmVlLWx1bmNoLXRvLWNvbnRpbnVlLWZvci0yMDIxLTIyLXNjaG9vbC15ZWFyL1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYJLmgJVgp2pO9VIYcHJpbmNsYUB2ZXJvbmEuazEyLndpLnVzWAQAAAAB
http://www.verona.k12.wi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=139771&pageId=39075385
https://verona.nutrislice.com/menu/new-century-charter


If you choose to order a picture package, you

have two weeks to return to school the proof

envelope with the order form and payment or you

can order online. If you choose not to order, you

can discard the proof package. Remember,

purchase of any school photos is entirely optional.

All students will have their individual picture

taken AND a group class picture will also be taken

on Picture Day.  Then, around Winter Break, the

group class pictures will be provided FREE to all

students compliments of our photography

company.

If your child misses school on Picture Day on

Sept. 30 or if you would like to have your child’s

picture retaken, VAIS will have Picture Retake

Day on Tuesday, November 16.

VAIS SWIMMING DURING PHYSICAL

EDUCATION CLASS AT THE AQUATIC

CENTER AT THE NEW VAHS

FEB. 21-APRIL 14, 2022

Swim classes for K-5 VAIS students will be Feb.

21 and continue through April 14 in the mornings.

Students will swim at the Aquatic Center at the

new high school during their physical education

class.  All VAIS K-5 students will enjoy swim

classes.

VAIS GOVERNANCE COUNCIL UPDATE

VAIS is governed by a council of parents, staff

and community members. This group makes high

level decisions concerning the day to day

operations of VAIS. Functions of the Governance

Council include, but are not limited to, budget

allocations, capital expenditures, grant proposals,

personnel, curriculum, assessments, VAIS policies

and procedures, committee responsibilities, goals

and future of VAIS. Current Governance Council

members include:

Darlene Berkovitz, Treasurer

Sarah Beuthien, Parent Representative

Tracy Doeppers, Parent Representative

Grace Flores, Parent Representative

Cindy Grady, Parent Representative

Charles James, UW Representative

David Kassa, Parent Representative

Steve Kean, Parent Representative

James Kokalj, Co-President

Joanne Mueller, Parent Representative

Teresa Mueller, Co-President

Ann Princl, Director

Yingying Reiter, Staff Representative

Sarah Shaw, Staff Representative

Catherine Tang, Parent Representative

The Governance Council generally meets on the

2nd Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m.. Meetings

are open to the public.

In 2020-2021, we met via zoom. However, for

2021-2022 we are hoping to have some meetings

in person at our school in the library. If you are

interested in attending, please connect with

Teresa Mueller at teresam1019@gmail.com or

James Kokalj jameskokalj@gmail.com to find out

the location (in person or via zoom).

VAIS BUDGET OVERVIEW

& FUNDRAISING UPDATE

How does our VAIS Budget Work?
The Verona Area School District provides funding

to VAIS each year based largely on the number

of students in the school.  Those funds mainly

cover staff salaries. Every year, the VAIS

Budget Committee creates a budget that will

meet the needs of our school, teachers and

students, that go beyond the number of FTEs we

are allocated by VASD. We, the fundraising

committee (Advocates of Worldwide Education),

typically fundraise for costs that will occur the

following school year.  The general categories of

the VAIS operational budget include:

● Curriculum - Replenishing

curriculum-related supplies (science);

annual subscriptions for English

Language Arts (CAFE/Daily 5, etc.);

Chinese leveled readers & annual

subscription fees

● Assessments - MAP testing

● Staff Development - various

conferences & workshops

● Equipment/Furniture - misc. small

furniture items teachers may need (ex.

bookshelf, wobbly stools)

● School Celebrations - Chinese New

Year, 5th grade graduation

● Technology - iPad charging stations,

iPad repair, iPad apps, VASD software

maintenance fees, etc. (and in past

years we funded iPads & Chromebooks)

● Marketing/Outreach - crafts/food at

outreach events, postcards & postage,

printed handouts about VAIS, etc.

mailto:teresam1019@gmail.com
mailto:jameskokalj@gmail.com


There are various ways you can support VAIS in

our fundraising efforts:

● Make a direct donation.  These are

welcome at any time, or for a certain

item/expense.  It might be one of the

easiest ways to contribute.

● Schedule/attend an event that gives a

percentage back to VAIS, like Euchre

night

● Participate in ongoing fundraising

efforts, like ordering Scrip cards

(physical cards or online); use

AmazonSmile and select Advocates for

World Class Education as the charity;

collect Box Tops.

● Volunteer at a Fundraising Event!  Our

events are only as successful as our

wonderful parent volunteers.  It’s fun

and a great way to meet other families!

Please email Joanne.j.huang@gmail.com if

you are interested in lending your talents.

FEEDBACK REGARDING

VAIS COMMITTEES NEEDED

We are looking for input on how to make various

parent committees more effective. We want to

know what you think about fundraising, community

relations, and methods of communication. Please

fill out the VAIS Committee Feedback Form to

provide feedback. Thank you! Your voice is very

important!

UPCOMING EVENTS!

HOMETOWN DAYS PARADE :

SEPT 5TH, 12:00PM

Looking for a fun way to get involved in the

Verona Hometown Day Parade, then please come

join us handing out fortune cookies, waving, and

having fun.  The parade is on Sunday, Sept 5 at

Noon. Around 11:45am, we will meet at S. Nine

Mounds Road and will go several blocks before

ending at Legion St.  Ms. Shaw has provided us

with ribbons, fans and the dragon so please email

Paige Jany at plwallac@gmail.com if you are

thinking of attending.  Bring wagons for little

kids, and plan for walking for older kids (alumni

welcome). If anyone has any extra wagons, please

let me know.  We are also looking for older

individuals to do the dragon.  Please show up in

your VAIS gear.  If you don't have any VAIS

gear, wear blue or green shirts.

When: Sunday Sept 3, 11:45am

Where: S. Nine Mounds Road, Verona

Bring: Wagons for young kids

What to Wear: VAIS gear or blue/green shirts

RSVP: plwallace@gmail.com, even if it's just a

tentative yes.  I will email all RSVPs any updates

as needed.

TRI 4 SCHOOLS: FAMILY MUD RUN IN

VERONA ON SEPTEMBER 21!

Online registration for the Tri 4 Schools Family

Mud Run is open! The Mud Run will take place on

Saturday, September 21 in Verona with varying

distances with and without obstacles (.3 miles, 1.5

miles, and 3 mile long distance). Go to the Tri 4

Schools website to view the different courses

and to register online now. Nearly 100% of

youth race fees go back to our physical

education program! So, when you register

remember to enter VAIS as the school you would

like to donate your money. Thank you! Register

here: https://tri4schools.org/events/

COACHES NEEDED

FOR GIRLS ON THE RUN

3
rd
–5

th
GRADE PROGRAM

MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 2:30-4:00 pm

STARTING SEPT.13

Girls on the Run is an after-school program like no

other! Twice per week for 10 weeks, girls will

have fun, make friends, increase their physical

activity levels and learn important life skills.

Trained and caring volunteer coaches lead the

team through interactive lessons and running

activities. The season ends with a celebratory 5K

event that will take place on Saturday November

6
th

in Waunakee at the Village Center. The season

starts the week of Sept. 13.

https://forms.gle/ZkJhH8oyFRK8SoHs7
https://tri4schools.org/events/


In order to host a team, we need at least 2 adult

coaches at every practice. There is still lots of

time for prospective coaches to sign up (by Aug

30th). If you know of anyone who would make a

great coach, could you help us spread the word

and share this link with new and/or returning

coaches:

https://www.pinwheel.us/volunteer/index/gotr-co

ach. All coaches complete an application,

background check, and coach training prior to the

start of the season. Girls on the Run provides our

detailed curriculum books and all the supplies

needed to confidently deliver each lesson.

Coaches need NOT be runners - just bring your

passion for empowering youth!

Registration is not yet open until we have

coaches!

For more information visit

www.girlsontherunscwi.org/Program-Registration

or call 608-831-4687

WILDKITTEN DANCE CLINIC WITH BEACH

PARTY THEME ON

AUG. 28 & SEPT. 3

All K-8th graders are invited who are interested

in improving their dance skills, learning a routine

to a Beach Party Mix, and performing at halftime

at a Varsity football game!

In the email with the link for this newsletter,

there is a link below the newsletter link that

includes a registration page/flyer for this event.

LATE START MONDAYS SPANISH PROGRAM

Don’t miss out on this year’s all new and exciting

16-week Spanish adventure,

“Let’s Play & Let’s Go Camping!”

Studies show that children learn another language

easiest when it is practical in their everyday lives

or is a topic they find fun and interesting. This

year’s program has both!

Students will learn brand new Spanish vocabulary

and useful phrases each and every class.

Register today as spaces are limited.

Location: NCS & VAIS Building

Day/Time: Mondays, 8:15am – 9:15am

Dates: 16 week class starting Oct. 11

Tuition: $235 / 16 weeks

ACCEPTING ENROLLMENT NOW AT:

https://futuraadventures.com/

Deadline for enrollment is:  Oct. 4

GO ONLINE NOW TO SEE UPCOMING

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Visit the Community Activities for Families page

on our VASD website at:

http://goo.gl/rVmCie to see great activities

happening in our communities for your family

year-round or to inquire about posting a new one!

Wishing you all a wonderful start to the

2021-2022 school year!  Please let us know what

questions you have to help your family start the

new year.

https://www.pinwheel.us/
https://www.pinwheel.us/volunteer/index/gotr-coach
https://www.pinwheel.us/volunteer/index/gotr-coach
https://www.girlsontherunscwi.org/Program-Registration
https://www.girlsontherunscwi.org/Program-Registration
https://futuraadventures.com/
http://www.verona.k12.wi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=139771&pageId=6204885

